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castle as their captain, with a bodyguard of twenty hal-
berdiers. Day and night watches over the town were or-
ganized and every man in Goa had to take his turn at sentry
duty three nights in the month. The married men were
exempted from this task in case they dared not leave their
wives alone, but they were to be encouraged to keep horses
and the captain was to teach them cavalry manoeuvres.

A factory for merchandise was also established under
the charge of Francisco Corbinelli, a brisk and business-like
Florentine. The latter was instructed to keep a constant
store of pepper, cloves and ginger, as well as other wares,
so that merchants bringing horses from Arabia might have
goods to load their ships without seeking another port. For
the accommodation of these horses vast stables were built.

Manuel de Lacerda and Duarte de Melo were given
command of ships to guard the coast, with orders to look
out for vessels carrying horses and send them all to Goa.
Finally, Diogo Fernandes de Beja was dispatched to Socotra
to dismantle the fort, the King having agreed that it should
be scrapped. Diogo Fernandes would bring back with
him to Goa any of the Christian aborigines who cared to
come. If Albuquerque failed to join him before the end of
May, Diogo Fernandes was to proceed to Ormuz, exact the
tribute money and then return to India.

Having seen him go and settled everything, Albuquerque
sailed, but for the second time failed to get to the Red Sea.
The wind had changed earlier than was expected, and no
progress in a westerly direction could be made. The fleet
put back to Goa somewhat the worse for struggling with the
elements.

Aden and Suez were ruled out that year, likewise Ormuz.
But Albuquerque had no intention of wasting his time at
Goa during the monsoon. He re-examined the defences of
his town, increased the garrisons of Cochin and of Cannanore,
and detached a number of his ships to swell the Indian fleet.

Having thus made certain that India was secure in case
his absence were prolonged, Albuquerque collected Diogo